Tiikenmek Uzere Olan Bir Gelenek Uzerine 110
BigakciDogan Tosun

Garp Sessions: Bicakgllik babadan cocuga aktarilan bir meslek, degil mi?

Dogan Tosun: Evet,babadan &te ata meslegi. Kale 1725'te tamamlanarak kullanima agiliyor,
1730°'da bubdlgeninsilahihtiyaci var ¢linkii ugrak bir yer. Deniz kenariolduguicin, eskiden
yol da fazla olmadigindan ulasiimasi kolay bir yer, ug nokta, lojistik bir yer aslinda. Diger
koylerde liretilen bazi irtinler buraya geliyor, buradan gemiyle sevk ediliyor veya ihtiyac
duyulan trinler buraya geliyor gemiyle, buradan icerideki kdylere sevk ediliyor. Burasi
dogalbir liman, bir liman kdyi. Osmanlibu kaleyi yaptigizaman bu bdlgede ne tretilebilir
diye bakiyor. Mesela buraya celik deniz yoluyla Sicilya'dan rahat geldigiicin, buraya aslen
Kazak kdkenli olan kilic ustalarinigetiriyor Osmanli ve 18 atdlye konuslandiriyor. Kag usta
var o bilinmiyor tabii.. Burada kilic ve kama uretiliyor, bélge olarak daglik bir bélgeyiz,
hayvancilik var, saplarinda da kesilen hayvanlarin boynuzlari kullaniiyor. Zamaninda
burasi orduya hizmet veren bir yer, yukarisi eskiden tiziim yetistirilen baglik, orduevi
deriz biz. Simdi hepsi yok olmus gitmis... Orduevi dedigimiz de su: Gziimleri sikip pekmez
Urettikleri yerler var, pekmez de gemilerle askerlere génderilirmis, birliklere veya halkin
ihtiyacina sunulurmus. Engebeli bir arazide orduya bu sekilde yardimer olunuyormus.
Bizim burada uretilen kiliglar Yatagan modeli, ice kavisli bir kiligtir bu. Buradan Misir’a,
Suriye’ye kadar kilig ve kama gonderiliyormus. 18 atélye ile bir tir silah sanayiimis burasi.
Tabiizamanla silahlar degisinceye kadar. Tiifekler, tabancalar ¢ikip da gerek kalmayinca
birgok esnaf bumeslegdibirakmis, farkliislere yénelmis veya buradan ucup gitmisler. Benim
ailem, dedelerim, giindelik ihtiyag amacli bicak tiretmeye baslamislar, bu sekilde ayakta
kalmislar. Babadan ogula devam eden bir meslek. Baskasina pek 6gretemiyorsun bu
meslegi ¢linkli 6grenmeye cok kiiciikllikten baslamak gerekiyor. Ben oglumu yetistirdim
mesela, suan 18 yasinda, bicagi rahat bir sekilde tretebiliyor. Ama 2 yasindayken aldim
yanima, oturmaya basladi. Once ‘el kirma’ deriz, el kirma su: takimlara eli alismasi. Bir
ege kullanmasini bilecek, bir keser testere, cekic vesaire bunlari tutmasini 6grenecek.
Once burada o aletleri, takimlari oyuncak gibi gérilyor ve kendini yetistiriyor. Bir usta
istedigi kadar bir cocuga, gence gdstersin, iceriden gelen bir sey bu. O sekilde ben de
ogluma aktardim. Baskasina da 6gretmek istiyorum ama kiiclik bir bebegi kimse tutup
da vermez sana. Bu ytizden belli bir zamandan sonra o kisiye 6gretemezsin, ¢linki ilk is
takimlari tutmasini, burada bagdas kurup oturmasini 6grenmek. Kemik yapin ona gére
alisacak. Derler ya atalarimiz ‘agac yasken egilir’, kemik yapin burada ona gore alisacak,
olusacak ve calisirken rahatsiziik yasamayacaksin. Sonradan gelen, gelisimini tamamlamis
bir cocuk buraya adapte olamaz. Agridan sizidan ¢calisamaz. Ne yazik ki suan tiretenkisi
kalmadi. Oglumla ben varim.
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G.S: Biraz Urettiginiz bicaklarin teknige deginebilir misiniz?

D.T: Babakale bicagi hep cift kulakl olur, bicaga hakim olmak icindir. Formunu asla
bozmuyorum; dedelerim, babam nasil yapmissa ben de o sekilde devam ediyorum.
Osmanli bicaklarint miizede gérdigiiniizde mutlaka cift kulakli olur. Eskiden askerler
savasta kullanirken, iki kulagin arasina parmagini takip elini yumruk yaptiginda ondan bir
parca olurmus. Kan, saydamsi bir madde. Elinize geldigizaman, aktiginda, kayganlasiyor.
Bdyle tuttugunuzda bigak asla kaymiyor, elinize oturuyor. Bir lirlini tretmekten baska
kullanilabilmesi dnemli olan. Bir de biz bigaklarda Osmanlimotifikullanmayiz. Atalarimhep
dogays, bitkileri, gicekleri kullanmislar. Motifler sayesinde hangi ustanin bicagi oldugunu
bulabiliyoruz.

G.S: Butekniginizin 6zel olmasinin sebebinedir? Mesela metali de kendiniz doviiyorsunuz.

D.T: iki gesit metal kullaniyorum ben. Biri kendi yerli celigimiz, karbon celik. Bunu déverek
elde ediyorum. Asil bicak ondan olur ancak islak birakirsan paslanir, kullandiktan sonra
kurulayacaksin. Bu deniz bicagi degildir, karada kullanilir. Krom ¢elikten de yapiyorum
ama o hazir bir geliktir, dovme islemi yok. Dévme ¢eligin kesiciligi daha iyidir. Celiginicinde
mikroskobik hava bosluklarivardir, onu dévdiigiinzaman bu hava bosluklari sikisiyor, eziliyor,
ve o zaman CK serisine yukseliyor, daha yliksek bir kalite. Bende derece aletleri yok, celik
ilk geldigi zaman eski usul tekniklerle 6greniyorum kalitesini, ona gore liretiyorum. Suyunu
iyi verirsen, ¢eligin huyuna gore verirsen ¢ok glizel bir liriin elde etmis olursun.

G.S: Bir Osmanlikéyi oldugundan bahsetmistiniz, kaleyle beraber mi gelisiyor kdy?

D.T: Evet, Osmanlikdyu. Yunanl yokmus mesela hig. Fakat Yunan mitolojisinde Lekton diye
gecer kdy. Biliyorsunuz birgok tanrilari var. Riizgar tanrisinin oldugu yer diye gegiyor.
Hatta ilyada Destanrnda askerler buradan cikip savasa gidermis. Kalenin Ugiincli Ahmet
zamaninda yapildigi sdyleniyor. Bir seferden donerken buraya siginmis. Bakiyor burada
belli bir halk var, genellikle cobanlar, “Ne istersiniz, neye ihtiyaciniz var?” diye soruyor.
Korsanlardan ¢ok rahatsiz oluyormus halk, “Kale isteriz” deniyor. Ferman ¢ikartiyorlar ve
kale yapiliyor. Hatta af ilan ediliyor, tutukluluk karariolan kim kalede calisirsa affedilecek
diye. Cokca kanunsuz kisi burada ¢alismis, af olup gitmis, kimisi de yerlesmis buraya.

G.S: Siz Babakale'de dogdunuz, burada yasiyorsunuz. Oglunuz disinda bir de kiziniz var.
Cocuklariniznerede yasiyorlar?
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D.T: Evet, burada dogdum, bir oglum bir de kizim var. Kizm Kore dili ve edebiyati okumustu,
hatta Ankara’da 8 ay biiytkelcinin yaninda terciiman olarak gérev yapti, suanda baska
sehirde yasiyor. Oglum da bu sene lniversiteye hazirlaniyor, ben tesvik ediyorum onu
okumast igin. Okuyan bir kisiyle okumayan kisinin goris acisi farkli olur. Okursa kendini
daha cok gelistirir ve daha kaliteli seyler tretebilir, onunigin okumasiniistiyorum. Bir seyi
bilingli olarak yapsin. Ben biittin bilgimi veriyorum ona ama ne kadar isinde usta olursan
ol, bilmedigin seyler mutlaka vardir. Ben ilkokul mezunuyum, ardindan bigakiliga gegtim.
Ailem okutmak istediama ben okumadim. Okusaydim disaridan bilgiler edinip, daha gtizel
seyler belki yapabilirdim.

G.S: Hic Babakale disinda yasamayi diistindliniiz mi?

D.T: Hayr, diistinmedim. K&yumi seviyorum, buraya alismisim artik, buradan ¢ikmak
istemiyorum. Sakin, dogal bir yer. Daraldiginzaman cikarsin daga bayira, temiz bir nefes
bulursun orada. Desarjolup geri gelirsin. Bliylik sehirde daha iyi kazanabilirim ama bunlari
bulamam ki. Gidip gézlemliyorum, insanlar sabah kalk isine git, aksam herkes yorgun.
Yalnizca hafta sonlari firsat bulursa bulabiliyor.

G.S: Oglunuzun meslegdi devam ettirmek istemesi de sizin i¢in 6nemlidir, aksi takdirde
sizinle beraber sonlanabilir bu gelenek. Babakale'deki tek bicakgisiniz.

D.T:Ne yazik ki evet. Amcam var, o
dabiraktiisi.Benburada ekmegimi
clkarmaya calisiyorumama 6nemli
olankdltiirii yasatmak.

G.S: Bir bicagr yapmaniz ne
kadar slriyor? Bekleme siraniz
bugiinlerde ne uzunlukta?

D.T.: En biiyiik bicagin yapimi lic
gun surer, en kiguk bicaktan bir

glinde iki tane Uretebilirim. Su an

alamiyorum siparis ciinkii elimde yogun bir siparis var. Ulkemizde bircok {iriiniin fiyat:
stirekli degismekte... Suanda siparis alip bir fiyat versemileride o bigagin ne kadara mal
olacagini bilemiyorum. Zorda kalmamak igin de siparis almiyorum.

G.S: Bu bahsettiginiz durum tabii cok fazla baska sektorde de mevcut, devamli degisen
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Tirkiye siyasi ve ekonomik durumuyla beraber...

D.T:Kimseye kizamiyorsun, her sey degisken. Bizim bigaklarda tretirken kullandiginiz dévme
ve krom ¢elik. Saplarinda boynuz kullaniriz, balcaklari da piringten yapilir. Bir de alpaka
diye bir malzeme var, beyaz, giimis ayarinda ama giimus degil. Cinko ve bakirdan elde
ediliyor. Kimi misterim ondan istiyor, tabii onlarin fiyati biraz daha yiiksek.

G.S: Elinizde hazir bigak da bulunuyor mu?

D.T.: Evet, siparis olmasa da surekli tiretiyorum. Son birkag senedir yaz aylarina siparis
almamaya gayret ediyorum. Gelenkisiler, elimde bicak olmadigiicin alamadan gidiyorlar
ve o kisiler de siirekli gelmeyen, yurtdisindan kisiler oluyorlar...

G.S: Peki buglinlerde gelik nereden geliyor? Sizin gibi ustalarin sayisi nedir?

D.T: Celik Karabik’ten geliyor. Denizlideki bigak sanayiinden tedarik ediyorum. Krom
celikler de Fransa'dan geliyor, onlari da Bursa'dan getirtiyorum. Birgok usta da oradan
tedarik ediyor. Ustalarin sayisiaz kaldi. Bizim aslinda gercek bir celigimiz var; Damaskus.
Ben tarih 6gretmenlerinden duydum, bu celige ve bicaga sevdal kisiler var. Damaskus
celigingercekismidimiski. Kiirtce birisim. Once eritip potaya dkiiyorsun yumusak ve sert
celigi, daha sonra déverek uzatip, katlayip dévilyorsunuz. istanbul'da Topkapi Sarayrna
gidin, simsir kiliglari vardir, onlarda kullaniimis

G.S: Bu tarihceyi merak edip soruyor mu bigaklarinizla ilgilenen kisiler? Sizin sayenizde
kdytin geleneklerive kiilttriine ait bazi seyleri, ddndiklerinde kendihayatlarina da tasimis
oluyorlardir.

D.T: Turkge bilen kisilere
anlatiyorum. Baziinsanlar
siradan bir meslek gibi
goriyorlar bilmedikleriicin,
haklilar. Boyle bir kbyde
bdyle bir meslek ne alaka.
Konustugunuz zaman
insanlar daha fazlailgive
saygi gosteriyor.
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Knifemaker Dogan Tosun

Garp Sessions: Knifemaking is a craft passed down from father to child, right?

Dogan Tosun: Yes, even beyond the father, it’s an ancestral craft. In 1725, the castle
opened for use after completion, in 1730 this region needed weapons because it was
afrequented place. Since it is by the sea and there were not many roads in the past, it
is an easy to reach place, an end point, a logistically convenient place. Some products
produced in other villages came here then shipped from here, or products that were
needed were brought here by ship, from here they were shipped to the villages inland.
Thisis a natural harbor, a port village. When the Ottomans built this castle, they looked
at what could be produced in this region. For example, because steel was brought here
easily from Sicily by sea, Ottomans brought here swordsmen who were of Kazakh origin
and deployed 18 workshops. Of course, it is not known how many masters there were...
Here, swords and wedges were produced, it is a mountainous region, there is animal
husbandry, so on the handles the horns of butchered animals are used. But in the day
this was a place that served the military; there were vineyards up the hills, we called
themthe armyhouses. Now they are allgone... Thisis what we callanarmy house: there
are places where they squeeze grapesand produce molasses, whichis then shipped to
the soldiers, presented to the troops or the people. In this rough terrain, the army was
helped in this way. The swords produced here are in Yatagan style, it is a sword curved
inward. Swords and wedges were sent from here to Egypt and Syria. With 18 ateliers,
thisis a kind of arms industry. Up until, of course, the weapons change over time. When
rifles and pistols came out and knives were no longer needed, many craftsmenleft the
profession, tended to different jobs or fled. My family, my grandfathers, started to
produce knives for daily needs, and they survived in this way. It is a profession that is
passed down from father to son. You cannot teachit to anyone else because you have
to start learning from a very young age. For example, | taught my son who is now 18
years old, and he can produce a knife easily. But | took him in with me when he was two
years old and he started to sit in position. First, we say ‘breaking the hand in’, and that
is getting used to the tools. He has to know how to use a file, he must learnhow to hold a
saw, ahammer, and so on. Here he sees those tools and sets as toys, and trains himself
inthis way. Let a master show it to a child, a young personas much as they want, this is
something that comes from within. That’s how | passed it on to my son. | want to teach
someone else, but no one will give you a small baby. That’s why you can't teach a person
afteracertainamount of time, because the first thing to dois tolearnto hold the tools,
plus sit cross-legged here. Your bone structure must get accustomed toit. If you take
the child after a certain time, like our ancestors say, “as the twigis bent, sois the tree

N\
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inclined..” Your bones must get accustomed to and take shape here, and you wont
have any discomfort while working. A child who comes on later, who has completed his
development, cannot adapt. He cannot work without pain. Unfortunately, there are no
more producers at the moment. There is me and my son.

G.S: Canyou tellalittle bit about your technique?

D.T: All our knives have the same form. The Babakale knife has double ears, which is to
commandthe knife. never go of f this form; | continue in the same way as my grandparents,
my father did. The ears are a feature made to control the blade. When you see Ottoman
knives in the museum, they definitely have such double ears. In the past, when soldiers
put their finger between the two ears and make a fist while using it in battle, it became
a part of the soldier. Blood is a translucent substance. On your hand, when it flows, it
becomes slipperyand the knife may slip fromyour hand. When youholdit like this, it never
slips, it sits in your hand. What is important is that, besides producing it, the product is
useful. Also, we do not use Ottoman motifs on knives. My ancestors have always used
nature, plants,and flowers. Through those motifs, we can find out which master’s knife
itisand who producedit.

G.S: What is the reason your technique is so unique? For example, you forge the metal
yourself.

D.T: I use two kinds of metal. One is our own domestic steel, carbon steel. | attain it by
forging, that’s the main one. The realknife is made from that but if you leave it wet it will
rust. Youdryitafter usingit. Thisis not a sea knife, it is used onland. It canbe used as a
hunting knife, shepherd’s knife, sacrificial knife, nowadays it is used as a meat knife while
eating.Imake themasa chef’s knife. |also make them from chrome steel, butitis a ready-
made steel, there is no forging process. Forged steelis sharper.|have some customers
from abroad, they especially want carbon (forged) steel. There are microscopic air
spacesinthe steel, whenyouhammerit these air spacesare compressed, crushed,and
thenthe blade rises to the CK series, a higher quality. | don’t have any measuring tools, |
learnthe quality with old-fashioned techniques when the steel first arrives, I make them
accordingly. If you water it properly and dip it in water according to the temper of the
steel, youwillgeta verynice product. You hit the hammer at a certainangle whenit first
comesin,ltestit that way: it shouldn't break or warp. When | find the right amount, Imake
it that way. My foreign customers say, “Forged steel rusts, but Iremove the rustand clean
it and use it again cleanly. However, there are toxic substances in chrome steel (every
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chromeis different, of course). It does not rust, but leaves poison whenleft next to food.”

G.S: You were bornin Babakale and you've always lived here. Where do your childrenlive?

DT: Yes, | was born here. Right now my daughter lives in another city and my son is
getting ready to go to university. He wants to make knives as well. | encourage him to
study. An educated person gains a different perspective on life. For example, | have a
certain perspective and it’s limited. If he studies he can develop himself and produce
even better pieces. That’s why | want him to study. So he does it deliberately. | pass on
allmyknowledge, however no matter how good youare at what you do, there are things
you surely don’t know. They say, “You are never too old to learn,” something like that.

G.S: Have you ever considered living outside of Babakale?

DT:Nolhaven't.llike the village, itis what I know, | don’t want toleave. Itisa calm, natural
place. Whenyou feel clustered, you go up the mountain, youfind air,a freshbreath there.
Youblow off steamand come back here again. Of course |canmake a better earningina
big city, but|can’t find all this. Big cities wear people out, consume them.lgoand observe,
people are like robots, get upinthe morning, go to work, everyoneis tired in the evening.
He can find some time only on weekends if at all. lam a primary school graduate, then|
switched to knife making. My family wanted me to be educated but I didn’t doit. If Ihad
studied, maybe | would have had other knowledges or made better things.

G.S: It must be important for you that he wants to pursue the craft. Otherwise, this
tradition may end with you. You are the only knife maker in Babakale.

D.T: Unfortunately yes. | have an uncle but he stopped making them. | work to make a
living but what matters is to keep this culture alive. My grandfather used to say; “Son,
you canwork on something but if you pass away before passing it on to someone,itisa
pity.” The elders thought you have to pass it onto someone.

G.S: How long does it take for you to make a knife? How long is the waiting time?

D.T: It depends on the knife, the biggest takes three days. The smaller, | can make two
of the smallest per day. | evaluate my orders accordingly, but | can’t take any orders
right now because I have a busylist. You tell people the price now, but the prices of many
products in our country are constantly changing, raw materials... If | give a price right
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now, | don’t know how much that knife will cost in December. I'm taking orders so ’'mnot
inany difficulty later.

G.S: This is of course also apparent in many other industries, in accordance with the
constantly changing political and economical conditions in Turkey.

D.T: Youcan't be mad at anyone, everythingisin flux. We use forged and chrome steelin
knives. We use horns on their handles, and their guards are made of brass. Thereis also
a material called alpaca, which is white, in silver fineness, but not silver. It is obtained
fromzinc and copper. Some of my customers want those, of course their priceisalittle
higher. We have a customhere, | can't always see that knife, of course, it comesinfor care
from time to time, a dowry knife. That knife has a silver handle and a silver sheath, but
unfortunately, | cannot produce it that way because it was not passed ontome. Thisisa
very special knife. Whena father hasa daughter, he has that knife made and putsit aside.
When his daughter gets married, that knife comes out and is put in the dowry bundle. |
callit the value givento women.
And some visual value. If the
husband gets into mischief out
of wedlock, the woman knows
the best punishment, that’s why
theknifeisinthere.

G.S: Do you also have some
finished knivesin hand?

D.T:Iwork constantly. Evenwhen
thereisn’tanorder.Forthelast

couple of years, ltrynottotake

orders during summer. Some

visitors have to leave without a knife because I'm out of them, and those people are
people fromabroad who don’t come regularly. There has beena developing tourismhere
inrecent years. Babakale is a port city, a natural harbor. It is said that this castle was
built during the reign of Ahmet lll. He took refuge here while returning from an expedition.
He seesthat thereisa certain community here, mostly shepherds, then he says, “What
do you want, what do you need?” At that time, the people were very troubled by the
pirates. Itis said, “We want a castle.” They issue an edict and a castle is built. Infact, an
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amnesty is declared, saying that
whoever works in the castle with
a detention order will be forgiven.
That way, many gangs and lawless
people worked here, they fled with
amnesty. Some settled here.

G.S: You already mentioned that it
isan Ottomanvillage,itisnotanold

village, it develops with the castle?

DT Yes, there were no Greeks, for example,an Ottoman village. But in Greek mythology,
the village is called Lekton, you know, it has many gods. It’s called the place where the
wind god is. In fact, in the epic of the lliad, during the wars, his soldiers would leave for
war fromhere.

G.S: So where does steel come from these days? Whatis the number of masters like you?

DT:Now the steelcomes from Karabiik. Since thereis a knife industry in Denizli, | procure
it fromthere. And chrome steel comes from France, | have it broughtinfrom Bursa. Many
masters also supply fromthere. The number of masters is few, not sure how many. We
actually have areal steel, Damaskus. heard from history teachers, people who love this
steelandknife. The realname of Damaskus steelis dimiski. Kurdish name. First you melt
and pour the soft and hard steelinto the crucible, thenyouhammerit out and stretchit,
thenfolditandbeatit. Goto the TopkapiPalace inIstanbul, they have shamshir swords,
where that’s used.

G.S: Do people who are interested in your knives wonder and ask about this history?
DT: I tell people who speak Turkish. Some people see it as an ordinary craftsmanship,

because they do not know, they are right. In a village like this, how come there’s such a
profession? People show more interest and respect when you talk with them.
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